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IHE FIRST SKYSCRAPER

638 Roysl Street =~ New Orleans = Orleens Parish
Ownor s
- Joseph Sebe, 1711 North Broad Street

Date of BErection:
 Approximately 1800

Arohiteoct:
Remodeled 1811 by Latour & leslotte

Builder:

Fresent Conditions

Feir, Remodeled 1934; fourth story added 1876(7)

Fumber of Stories:

Four,

Meterisls of Constructlom:
Brick, cemented; compoaition roof.

Other existing reoords:

Chamin of Title, sttached hereto

Contract for remodeling, attaoched hereto

Plerre Pedesclaux Application for Loan (Notarial Records)

Mortgage Foreolosure (louisiane Courier, 1821)

New Orleans States, July 15, 1926

Hew Orleang, Its Old Houses, Shops and Publie Bulldings
Ne. C. Ourtis; Lippincott & Co., 1933

0ld New Orleans, Stanley C. Arthurs; Harmsnson,
New Orleens, 1936

Additional Dats:

The massive four«story building on the southeast
oorner of Royal and 8t. Peter 8Streets, called the First Skysoraper,
and sometimes Sieur George's House from its sascolation with George
W. Cable's story of that nume, should be more properly oalled the

Lemonnier House, s in its heyday it wes the home of Dr. Yves Lemomniers



HARS
LA

ab-NEWo K
EABS Nos la. 21 = 'U7
Page -2-

The history ef the house is somewhat oonfused as
its battered conditicn and evidences of slberations would sug-
gest, Commenced during the period of prosperity, following the
purohass of louisiana by the United States, Pierre Pedssclaux,
Notery, in 1806 mcfe & losn of $17,000.00 to pay debis contracted
in the erection of the building and for funde for its complstions
It is not clesr whether or mot Pierrs Pedesolaux finighed the house,
for on Msy 2ud, 1811, Dr. Yves LeMonnier and Francois Grandohamps
bought the house from the ereditors, and om May 7th, 1811, signed a
eontrect with Arsene laCarriere Latour snd Hyseinth laolotte for
sertein alterations snd additions,

Arsene LaCarriere latour was s Frenoh smigre' who had
been made & mwajor by brevet by Genersl Andrew Jackson before the
Battle of New Orleans, and our knowledge of thet battle is through
hie "Historioal Memoirs of West Florida and louisiens - 1814-1815",

Hyscinth laclotte was an mrohitect, probably a greduate
of Beaux Arts, and a sketoh of the Battle of New Orleans in
Latour's book, showing the old plantation house, was made by him,
There were algo notioes in the looel papers of their architee-
turel ateliers

In 1831, Dr. LeMonunier aoquired the half interest
of Franoois Grandchanps iz this house, There is no definite record
of his sadding the fourth story te this building, snd this may have
beer added by Bertrend Saloy im 1876, It is this addition whioch gives

this house the name of THE FIRST BKYSCRAPER. It is said that this was
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the first four~story building built in New Orleans, and muoh
comnent was made as to whether or not the soil would stand such
weight. Reoent investigation leads us to believe that this story
of the First Skyseraper is the imagination ef Lafoadic Hearn,

The building, though more maéssive, is a typical
New Orlesns house of the esrly 1800's, with the ground floor osou-
pied by shops end the living quarters abové, all centering sbout a
paved courtyerd with a stairway leading from this courtyard to the
upper floors, The faomndes are well studied with & low arched beasge,

the windows above tied together with heavy cement bands, and aseccented

-on the third story by the éxoellently wrought iron balconies with the

monogrem of Dr, Lemonmier in their design. Unfortunstely there is no
date as to the dete of this iromwork,

The wrohes of the first floor were most likely
glazed, with oireular transoms. The deteil of the Wwindows iz ex-
cellent and in contrast to the orude mouldings of the plaster core
nices and bands, No doubt a parapet once existed with a pitohed
roof behind,

The olosed string steirwey bastweern the wall of
the courtyard with its fan windows and the arches on the wall separa~
ting it from the hall leading to the rooms of the entrescl, has quite
a medievel feeling, The treads are of large blooks of oypress as
alsc are the newell poste., The hendreil is appareatly of black walw
nut, but most likely of Sen Domingo mahogany, The prinoipal rooms

are loosted on the third floor ("le premier etege").
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Here is loosted a large oval room of excellent proportions with a
domeg plaster aeiling, from whioh casemsent windows open cnto the
curved aornei- balcony, The yroom has a wood oornise and s fales
door for ressons of symmetry, The plauning of this room with its
alcove shows definitely the training of the Fremoh schools

Af'tey the lemonniers sold the property, alterse
tions had beern made from time to time that have detracted from what
originally was & complete and well atudied housee. Recently it has
again been remodeled in & modern manmer with & brick stairway lseading
from the courtyerd to funetional kitohemnettes. Dr. Lemonnier’'s
salon has been painted blue with stars on the oeiling and the lower

floor is now ogoupied by & barrcom end a modern gift shop.

Chailin of T1i1tle

Presgent (emer: Joaeph' Saba, Aoguired from Alfred Dantiger,
June 3, 19044 Sale prioe $5,825,00, Acts before
F. J. Dreyfous.

Alfred David Panziger acquired from Maroo Deoine, June 3, 1904
Aot before Edward Rightor, N. P.

¥arcus Deocins obtained property by succession of hiz wife,
Carmellte Carcegno, Recorded in seme act as above,

Cermelite Caromgno, wife of Marcus Desine, and sole daughter of
Antonio Caroagno, scquired by sucoession of Cermelite Ceroamgno Soloy,
May 12, 1892, Reoorded in €. O. B. 145, Fol, 69

Carmelite Carocagno Soloy inherited from her deoeesed husband, Bertrand
Soloy, Jenuery 7, 1890, Recorded in C. Q. B, 145, Fol, 159

Bertrand Soloy soguired from Jeen Fisse, December 11, 1876, through
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Bheriff's sale, Recorded in C. 0. B. 107, Fol. 919.

Jesn Fisse scquired from Mrs, Paul Marie Petit (Miss Jean LsMomnier)
February 13, 1860. Act before Uctave de Armas, N. P. (Price $14,000,00)

Property was in possession of Marie Jeanne Lellonnier Petit om

October 11, 1847, when she was residing in Rennes, France, and gave
power of attorney %0 Chas, Jhe Darron, resident of New Orlesns. IThis
dooument was recorded in New Urleans Jenuary o7, 1848, before J.
Mgisae, N. P.

At the sucvession of the estate of Dr, Yves Lemonnier May 5, 1838,
before N. P. Ducatel, N. P., the heire were given ms: Yves Rene lLe
Monnier, Anne Celeste Le Monnier, Marie imire Le Monmnier, iMrs. Marie
Amire Le Monnier, wife of John Maoready. Property valued at $24,000.00,

Thers was a subsequebt division made between the heirs as notarized
bsfore Ami Ducatel, M¥sy 19, 1838; Maroh 28, 1839; May 5, 1838; and
the property epparently finally aoquired by Yves Reme Le Monnier.

The records are not quite clear but it appears that Marie Jeanns
Le Monnier Petit aoguired the property from Yves Rene LeMonnier,
who apparently was her father,

Dre Yves Le Mommier became sole owner when he acquired the helf
interest of Frencois Grandchamps May 1, 1821, by eot before
Hughes Laverne, N. P.

Dre Yves Le Monnier and Francois Grandohamps acquired the property
on May 2, 1811, from Joseph Triocou, Richard Relf, Jean Buptiste
Labatut and four creditors of Pierrs Pedesolaux, by aot before
Naroisse Broutin, N. P., and apparently by mistske this was re-
corded under date of May 2, 1812,
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AN  AGREBMENT  BETWEEN

Yves LelMonnier and Francoig Grandohampe ani L., Latour & leolotte
Dated May 7, 1811
Before me, Naroisse Broutin, duly oommissioned and authorized
Notary Publie for the City and Perish of Urleans, here residing, and
the witnesses hereinafter named:

WERE PRESENT: Mogars Yves LeMonnier and Franoois Grandohamps,

property owners, residing in this oity, of the First Part, and

Argene la Carriere latowr and Hyaointh laclotte, both engie
neers and oontractors, residing in this same city of New Orleans, of
the other part, who dsolare having agreed between them that which
follows, namely:

Thet Mesers. latour and leclotte obligate themselves to
perform the works specified in the estimate and detailed statement
hereto attached, in the spaoce of five months from date, end no
further delay; and in consideration of the sum of $6,000,00, of which
$2,08-6.00 oash, $2,000400 at suoh time as one half of the roofing
shall have been made, and the joists for the terraces placed at the
new living quartera, peysble $1,500,00 in ourrenoy and $6500,00 of
materials, whioh shall be delivered at that time, and §2,000,00 ree
maining to be pald at the termination of the work, payable also
$1,500,00 in ourrency and $500,00 in materials for the proposal
made by the said Mesarse Latour and Laclotte to furnish surety om
s mortgage as guaranteed f'or the roofing for the term of one year,

In the event that the said house ehall not be completed at
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the time hereinabove stated, five months, whetever indemnities
olaimed by Measrs LeMonnier and Grandehamps shall be fixed by are
bitrstors.

It is understood thet all materials whatsoever, such as
lumber, tiles, etc., derived from the demolition, remain the proe
perty of Messrs, Latour and Laolotte for their use, to do with and
dispose of as they see fit, and that they shall in no way be respon
sible for the consegusncss of a fire, It is thus that the whole has
been accepted and essented to by the parties under the reociprosal
obligations to exeoute the terms and conditions inserted in these
presenta.

. Mnde and passed at New Orloans, in the offioce of myself &s &
Notary, on the seventh day of May, in the year 1811, and the $5th
year of the Independence of Amsrios, in the presence of Mesars.
Pierre Franools Simon Godsfray end Cy. Leroux, both witneases, born
end reared in the oity, who, together with the parties, have signed

with me as Notary after due perusal,

(SIGNED) (SIGNED)
A. lres latour Fr. Grandchamps
Hyss Laclotte

Ceys lLeroux

S. Godefray

ESTIMATE OF THE WORK WHICH THE UNDERSIGNED OBLIGATE

THEMSELVES TO PERFORM IN THE PEDESCLAUX HOUSE
A K o Kk N Mk Kk ok & ok &k * ok &

To sroh the wells: ready to receive & pump
To build a stairway: LEADING TO THE KITCHEN OF THE LIVING QUARTERS;
To oomplete ln the proper manner of the water olesets.

@ To be paved of briok: baked in e morter bath; jhe entire yard,
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GROUND  FLO®R

Btore on the side of Mr, Pitot's house,

Floors entirely of earth; what is left of the portion already made
up to the aliguments of the wells,

To mmice and hang a doubls door in the store orn the yard side, snd
£it 1t with 9-inoh look,

4 pantry door, under the stairwey; strong end barred up; fitted
with proper look,

To replaoe the steps or the parts of the steirway where found rotten.
To make & ooiling under this stairway at the second flight,

To build one large « « « on the yard side . , « glazing, haring
Venetlan shutters,

To do over and level the flooring of the stores, wherever required,
also to remove a partition in oms of the stores on S5t.
Peter Street.
ENTRESOL

To elevate all the wells of the mew living quarters and enclosure
to the level of the velling,

To ohange all woodwork on that floor whioh should be changed, such
as smaell jolste, etoc,

To make new flooring in all the new living quarters,
To pave the kltchen,
To do over the flooring portion at the end of the stalrway,

- To eonstruot a gallery over the yard psrallel to the oune over
St. Peter Streset,

Two warped partitions, one of whioh will separate the kitchen from
the diningroom, and the other separating the kitshen from
the pantry,

Ome {1) solid door with two vents, and ope window in the kitahen.

One (1) glazed door in dining room,

One (1) door in pantry, ons vent,
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The walls properly done overs

A rail with straight bars emolosing the gallery.
To build double water olosets,

To ceil the dining room snd the kitohen,
Replacing the old walls with new ones.

To oontinue the stairwey to the kitohen,

FIRST FLOOR

To run up the walls on the Dercentel side to ths level of the
oeiling, as well as thoss walls facing the yard,

To furnish the necessary lumber for making floors of that story.

To ohange the joists found rotten in the oorner spartment,

To make the flcoring of the new living querters of single feoing,

To pave the kitchens

Two warped partifiona, almilar to those of the enkrescl,

To ceil the two rooms newly built, with the exceptiom of the litohen,
To make a ceiling over the stairways alsc im the parlour, To
make a railing for the gallery.

To do over tho new walls, as well as thoae which are not new,

To oontinue the stairway leeding to the kitchen of the first floor,

To change the steps or othsr parts which might be defeotive on the
mein stalrway,

One (1) glazed door with transoms, hung in the room st the end of the
new living quarters,

One (1) glazed door with transoms, in dining room of new living guarters,
One (1) solid door hung in kitohen; also oasement with glass,
Ome (1) large (1) in new living quarters,

Tear down the small steirway leading to the garrett, and build it in
the small closet at the end of the gallery,
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Three Chimnsys.

Blovete the party walls of the new living quarters breast<high
over the terrance,

GARRET

To gover with a terrace thes new living guarters.

Repair the garret - window overlooking the yard,

To repair theo bad smpota in the eeiling.

To do over the roof of clasped tinplete; painted over and under,

FURTHERMORE, The undersipgned obligate themselvea to have oonstructed
some flagsiones drein basins and drain piping wherever found

necessarye. These shall be paid for one hall by the undersigned

and one half by Messrs, Leliormier and Grandchemps.

Also, one coat of paint, both as regards the new parts to be

built, a3 well us thoge of old conetruotions The latter shall

be entirely at the expemse of the undersigned; who also bind
themselves to have the window sills finished in masonry on
the second floor.

{SIGNED) A. lre, latour & leclotte

AGREED under the present detailed statement and estimate of
the works which we obligate ourselvea to perform, in oon.
formity with e contraot thiz day entered into between
ourselves and Measrs, Y. Lellonnier and F. Grandohamps.

Now Orleans, May 7, 1811

(SIGNED) 4 Llrs, Latour & laclotte

EXD OF AGREFMENT
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IOAN ¢ + + o APPLICATION OF PIERRE PEDESCLAUX

N. Broutin, 2/6/1808.
The Undersigned, possessed of an estate valusd at Twenbtys
five Thousand Doilara, applles for & loan under the following conditiona:
The smount requested in Seventesn Thousand Dollare,
The smount shall be loaned in installmenta of & Thousand Dollars eamsh,

and so arranged that the loan shall be made by seventeen persons.

Securities for the loan:

The property owner shall mortgage the house valued at §25,00¢
and if the stookholders prefer the property transferred to them, it
shall be done by en aot giving the vendor powsr of redemption, Further-
more, the house shall be insured againsgt il hazerds, for a peried

of seversl years, for its full value of $25,000.

Profit to the leonders:

Each lender shall receive every two months interest at the

rate of 10% on the smount loaned,

Plan of reimbursement:

Esoh lender shall be reimbursed enmually by the surplus from
the rentals, safter deductions, from these rentals of amounts neoessary
for the payment of interest and the insurance premium, If in the
period of five years the property Owner has been unable to reimburse
the prinmeipal to the borrowers, be it from the surplus, be it from
the rentals, be it from his personal meansg, then the lenders shall

sell the house to recover the balanoce of their loans, the surplus

b Neyns
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from said amount belonging to the property ownsrs

Plan of administration:

As surety to the lenders that their interests shall be faithe
fully protected during the term stipulated, they shall eppoint, from
among themselves, ccmmissioners who shall look af'ter receiving end
paying out, advising the property-owner of the results These oome
misgioners shall have passed the mortgege ect, or sny rental egrecw
ment to the advantage of the company; to insure the house, paying the
insurance premiums; to proceed with its sale 1f needs be; or to make
& reconveyance of this house in case the proprietor should pay the
totel amount of the loen,

This loan is made solely to liguidete the smounts dus on the
house, emounting to $1§-,000.00 end the remeining $3,000,00 are to
complete it,

The indifference and the good feith manifested by this
properiy-owner in such proportion oan be oonsidered only in his favor;
the requests he is meking are actuated only by a father's wish to
oonserve for his numerous chil&en a2 little inheritance. He is thereby
rendered & service when you assiet him in protecting his interests,

(SIGNED) Pierre Pedesclaux

ACCEPTANCE OF THE LOAN BY STOCKHOLDERS

We, the undersigned subseribers to s loan spplied for by
Mr, Pierre Pedescleux, in oconformity with its conditiona, we eppoint
and oonstitute by these presents, Messrs, Richsrd Relf, Jeen

Baptiste Labatut, end Joseph Irioou our sgents, to perform for us and
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in our names all that nay be necessary to omrry out the terms
end oenditions of the seid propesals, promisinmg end obligating
themselves to approve and ratify everything by them perfermed, or
the majority of them, releting thereto,
It is futher understood and agreed that the dividend
gtipuleted in the proposals shall be paid on June 30 snd Deo, 31,
instead of two montha in . . » 7
In witness whereof we have sipgned these presents at New

Orlesns, on January 9, 1808,

(SIGNED) Daniel Clark; Ant. Carraby; ¥m. Domaldsen; Winter & Hermanj
M. Fortier; Boutte; Bitste, Boaque; John MoDomoughj

F. De Urquhart; Jemes Sterretty J. Liveudaeis; Jos, MoNeil

TRANSLATION

Padesslaux losn « N, Broutin, Feb, 6, 1806

Today, February 6, 1806, end the thirtieth yeer of American
Independense s

Before me, MNaroisse Boutin, Notary Publie of the United Stakes
of Ameriomn at New Orleans,

Personally appesred Mr, Plierre Pedesclesux, Notary Publie
of thie ecity, who stetee end desleres that, owming e house end lot
situated in this eity, forming the ocorner of Roysl and St. Peter
Streets, measuring 60' 8" on the former, end 57' on the letter,
bounded on the Royal Btreet side by the lot of Mr, Jasques Pitot,
and on the St. Peter Street side by a house belonging to (although

without act) Mir. Paul Dareantel; that thiz house, not being yot
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finished, end being mortgaged for Fourteen Thousend ($14,000)
Dollars, he is contemplating the borrowing of $17,000 for five
years in shares of $1000 each, fourteen thousand of which would
cancel the mortgsge snd the remaining three thousand teo finish the
house in question under the following conditions:

First:; To pay to the stockholders from the rental of the
house 6% per annum,

Second: Io have the house insureds,

Thirds To return the prineipal amount borrowed, so mueh from
the surplus of the earnings of the rentale, after paying for the said
insurence, es well as any other meens of whioch declarer may avail
himself,

Fourth: That to insws the payment in question within the
time stipuleated, the seid property be mortgaged in favor of the stocke
holders, or that deolerer should mske to them & trensfer of the pro-
perty with power of redemptiom.

Finallys: That the stockholders might appoint commissioners,
be it to accept the said mortgage act of sale with the privilege of
redemption, or to take cherge of the said property, its rentels, eto.,
ond teo apportion its fevenues mmong those interested,

That this proposed loesn having been negotisted and the
terms and conditions accepted by Messrs. Hillare Boutet, Dsniel Clark,
¥inter & Herman, John MeDonough, Cheu snd Relf, Carraby, Jacgues
Sterret, Francois lLivaudsis, Miohel Fortier, ¥Wm, Donaldson, Jeen

Baptizte Labatut, Joseph Tricou, Barthelemy Bosgue, Jos. MoNeil,
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Thomes & David Urquhert; these mentioned should meet on the ninth
of January, and having appointed as their oommiesioners end pro=
curators Messrs, Richard Refl, Jean Beptiste labatut, Joseph Tricou,
as is declared under privete seal, both as regards the proposed loan
and the act regarding the mesting, ihieh heave given me & notery as
exhibite, and left with me to be attached to this mot,

That the elscted ocommissioners, after oonference with thoss
interosted, thrair oonstituents havipg judged it proper to acoept in
lieu of & mortgege act, the sct of sele with privilege of redeeming
the property in question for the sum of $17,000, of which $14,000 is
to be paid by the appointed commissioners to Messrse. Sterrett, LeBlanc,
Sre, 8nd to the Widow Delord Sarpy, to whom it is mortgeged, and the
other §3,000 to be employed in the completion of the =aid property,
provided that he reliquieh &ll rights of ownership of the said lot
end house to the stockholders mentioned in the persons of their come
missioners, always however, under the asot providing powsr of redemption,

And now present, the said comni ssioners, ¥ossres Richard Relf,
Jean Baptiste Labatut and Joseph Tricou have asccepted this act in its
entirety for and in the name of the stockholders, end bind themselves
in their respective names to pay %o the mortgagee the $14,000 referred
%o, to furnish the $3,000 to the contrsctor who shall complete the
said property, to receive the rental whioh this property shall earn;
from this revenue to pay an emmusl interest to the stookholders of 6%,
28 well as the amount paid for insurance amd to give the surplue to
the vendor FPierre Pedesclsux es well as all other moneys he might

furnish them to cencel the principal sum borrowed; and if et the end
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of five years the prinoipal sum were not entirely paid, we shall come
pel the stookholders to sell the property in guestion for oash for the
smount of the prinoipal sum still unpaid, and the balence under texms
best suited to the celler, Pierre Pedesclaux; end if within the five
years stated, or before the expiretion of this term, the said Pedes~
eclaux should refund the prinecipal as well as the imterest due, we
oblige ourselves in our ecepeacity of commissioners to reconvey to him
the seld property, and for the execution of these presents the parties
heroeto have solected this city their domloiliery, and here bind them=
solves, promise and oblipgate themselves.

Done at New Orlesns, etoe., eto,

(SIGNED) Pierre Pedesolsuxy Relf; Trioou; Labatutj
Naroisse Broutin, Notary Public,

SALES AT AUCTION
By Montreuil and MeCarthy « Advertisement appesaring
in the April 16 ~ April 30 issues of the year
1821 of La Courrier de la louisiane.

On Tuendey, the first of May next, st 12 o'clock, will be
gold at Maspero's Coffee House: The fine house of whioh Tves le
¥onnier and Francois Gprendchemps are co-proprietors, situate at the
corner of St. Peter and Royal Streets, payable in three equal ine
staliments, that is to say = one«third cesh; one~third at six - and
one=third &t 12 months from the day of sale, in approved, endorsed
notes with mortgegee until firal payment.

The purchaser shall be bound to give for each installment two

to ten of an squal sum, for the purpoge of fagefllating ‘the division
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among the comproprietors,
It is well understood that the said LeMopnier and Grendchamps
respeotively, reserve themselves the right of remelning ss tenants
in the enjoyment of one-hall:{‘ of said house, which they now cecupy
during ome, two or three months, but no more, as they mey deem
proper in order to have time emough to move, on paying to the pur~
cheser, each in what concerna him, the remt of the pert they re-
spectively cooupy, &t the rate of 10 percent per year, on the price
of the adjudiosntion.
The costs of transfer to be pald by the purchaser,

April 16, 1821

Edward M, Begou, Transiator
Richard Xoch, Historian Samuel Wilson, Jr., Assistant Historien

Docember 10, 1836

P/LAJ‘ Dee . 21 Lea ——Tﬂ )



